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throughout under the rails of each track.
Girders are also largely employed to carry the
floors and superincumbent walls of high mod-
ern buildings; to bear the ends of principal
rafters in a series of transverse pointed roofs;
and, generally speaking, to form the hori-
zontal weight-bearing members in every va-
riety of steel and iron structure. See al*o
BRIDGES and STEEL AND IRON CONSTRUCTION.

Girdlers, small beetles of the family Cer-
ambycidse which lay their eggs on the tips of
twigs of trees. They then gnaw a deep groove
around the twig behind the eggs. Thus weak-
ened the tip of the twig breaks off in the fall
or winter and falls to the ground, where the
grubs hatch from the eggs, bore into the soil,
and undergo their transformations, appearing
as adult beetles during the following summer.

Girgeh, or Girga, town, Upper Egypt, on
the w. bank of the Nile; 336 m. s. of Cairo.
Nearby is a convent of the United Copts,
probably the oldest in Italy. Abydus lies 10
m. s.e.; p. about 20,000.

Girgenti, city, Sicily, near the southern
coast in the province of Girgenti. It is beauti-
fully situated and is an- ancient city with fine
specimens of Greek temples still remaining.
Girgenti is the successor of the ancient Akragas
or Agrigentum, which was founded in 582.

Girl Scouts, an American organization of
girls founded by Mrs. Juliette Low in Savan-
nah, Georgia, in 1912, and incorporated under
the laws of the District of Columbia in June,
1915. The purpose of the Girl Scouts is to
help girls to realize the ideals of womanhood,
as a preparation for their responsibilities in
the home and service to the community. Its
aim is to give girls through natural whole-
some pleasures those habits of mind and body
which will make them useful, responsible wo-
men. Girl Scouting is founded on the prin-
ciples and plan so ably developed by Sir Rob-
ert Baden-Powell for England which took
shape in the Boy S?out programme. The pro-
gramme used by the Girl Scouts, Inc., has
been changed and adapted to meet the needs
of the girls of the United States.

The basic principles of Girl Scouting are
found in the Promise and Laws. The Promise
helps to develop loyalty toward God and
Country, and the Laws serve as a simple code
which every girl can put into practice in her
daily life. Active members comprise Girl
Scouts, Brownies, and Citizen Scouts; Asso-
ciate Members make annual contributions but
do not participate actively. Girl Scouts may
be from 10 to 18 years of age. Brownies or
Junior Scouts are from 7 to 10 years old and

below the 6th grade in school. Citizen Scouts
are First Class Scouts over 16 years of age,
or any other girls over 18 years. Proficiency
badges are bestowed for proficiency in vari-
ous subjects and a girl must be a Second Class
Scout before she is eligible to receive such a
badge. The activities of the Girl Scouts are
many and varied, including such subjects as
nature study, woodcraft, health, first aid,
games, music, drama, cooking, homemaking
and civics. The official organ for Girl Scouts
is The American Girl Magazine. National
Headquarters of the Girl Scouts is located in
New York City.
Girnar, sacred hill in the feudatory state of
Palitana, Kathiawar, Bombay, India, noted
for its Jain temples and for a huge boulder
known as the Leap of Death.
Gironde, department in the s.w. of France,
on the lower Garonne and Dordogne, with
the Bay of Biscay on the w.; area, 4,140 sq.m.
It is divided into the Landes on the w., and the
basin of the Gironde. The whole activity of
the inhabitants is directed to the cultivation
of the vine and to wine-making. Bordeaux is
the capital; p. 827,973.
Girondists, one of the chief revolutionary
parties which arose during the course of the
French revolution. They first appeared in the
Legislative Assembly of the year 1791, and
were at first closely allied with the Jacobins.
A Girondist ministry was appointed in
March, 1792, which had some share in the
overthrow of the monarchy, but probably
were innocent of complicity in the September
massacres. They were overthrown in June,
1793, and many of them were subsequently
guillotined.
Girtin, Thomas (1773 or 1775-1802),
English landscape and water-color painter,
was born in London, the friend and precursor
of Turner. His paintings include many views
of London and Paris, scenes in northern Eng-
land and many English cathedrals.
Girton College, an English institution for
the higher education of women, founded in
1869 at Hitchin, and moved three years later
to Cambridge.
Gii-ty, Simon (1741-1818), a renegade
leader of American Indians, was born in the
present Dauphin co., Pa. From 1756 to 1759
he and his whole family were held captives by
the Indians. After his release he served as
interpreter and as a second lieutenant of Vir-
ginian militia against the savages. In 1776 he
went over to the English side, was convicted
of treason by the Pennsylvania legislature and
in 1778 joined the British- and led many